SICILY 
ITALY (I) 



ITALY (H) 




Holland 




Report Documentation Page 


Form Approved 
OMB No. 0704-0188 


Public reporting burden for the collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, 
including suggestions for reducing this burden, to Washington Headquarters Services, Directorate for Information Operations and Reports, 1215 Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite 1204, Arlington 
VA 22202-4302. Respondents should be aware that notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person shall be subject to a penalty for failing to comply with a collection of information if it 
does not display a currently valid OMB control number. 


1. REPORT DATE 

1944 


2. REPORT TYPE 

N/A 


3. DATES COVERED 


4. TITLE AND SUBTITLE 

A Graphic History of the 82nd Airborne Division 


5a. CONTRACT NUMBER 

5b. GRANT NUMBER 

5c. PROGRAM ELEMENT NUMBER 


6. AUTHOR(S) 


5d. PROJECT NUMBER 

5e. TASK NUMBER 

5f. WORK UNIT NUMBER 


7. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) 

82nd Airborne Division 


8. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION 
REPORT NUMBER 


9. SPONSORING/MONITORING AGENCY NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) 


10. SPONSOR/MONITOR'S ACRONYM(S) 

11. SPONSOR/MONITOR'S REPORT 
NUMBER(S) 


12. DISTRIBUTION/AVAILABILITY STATEMENT 

Approved for public release, distribution unlimited 


13. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES 

JFSC - WW II Declassified Records. 


14. ABSTRACT 


15. SUBJECT TERMS 


16. SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF: 


17. LIMITATION OF 
ABSTRACT 

uu 


18. NUMBER 
OF PAGES 

14 


19a. NAME OF 
RESPONSIBLE PERSON 


a. REPORT 

unclassified 


b. ABSTRACT 

unclassified 


c. THIS PAGE 

unclassified 



Standard Form 298 (Rev. 8-98) 

Prescribed by ANSI Std Z39-18 



•2D AIRBORNE DIVISION 
OPERATION MARKET 
HISTORICAL DATA 



PART I - NARRATIVE 

PART II - GRAPHIC PLATSS 

PART III - MAPS OF LANDINGS 

PART IV - STATISTICS 



JAMES M. GAVIN, 
Major General, U» 
Commanding 



NARRATIVE 



Upon its return from Normandy on 19 July 1944 this Division was 
located in the Nottingham-Leicester-Market Harboro Area. Tfture it re- 
mained and trained until its participation in operation MARKET on 17 
Sep-emb,-»r 1944. Twenty-four hours prior to take-off, all airborne 
elements of the Division were closed at seven airfields in the Grantham 
Cottesmore-Langar area, B r i e fin„s were conducted, loading plans for- 
mulated, all final checks made, and the Division took off for 'the Net he 
lands commencing at 170950 September 1944. 

The mission of the , -Division i"n this operation was as follows: 

"Land by parachute and glider commencing D D a y South of 
Nijmegen; seize and hold the highway bridges across the 
M«-V; River at Grave and the Waal River at Nijmegonj seize, 
organize, and hold the high ground between'Ni jmegen ■ and 
Groesbeek; deny tho roads in the Division area to the enemy; 
and dominate the area bounded North by line running from 
Beek West through Hatert thence Southwest to Eindsohestraat, 
South by Rivt^r Mass and the Mook-Riethorst highway, Enst- 
jy Cleve-Nijme^en highway and Furst Reldhswald, and West 
by line running North and South through Eindsohestraat." 



The first lift consisted of: 

Hq. & Hi; Co 82nd A/B Div 
Hq, & H.i. Btry I^iv i-.rty 
82nd A/B Sig Co 
Btry A 80 th A/B A.. Bn 
307 ^/ B 

504 Pre, it I. T 

505 Pre At Inf 
508 Freht Inf 
325 Glider Inf 
376 Pro.it FA Bn 



Prcht 
9 

3 



£7 
137 
126 
13» 

48 



Glider 
20 

2 

6 
22 



Total 



482 



50 



All units dropped as planned except two serials of the 505 
Parachute Infantry. A mixup in marshalling caused the 2d Battalion 
serial to drop before the 3d Battalion serial, and as a consequence 
the 2d Battalion serial was dropped two thousand yards Noi'theiiSt of 
its scheduled drop zone. 

The entire flight was preceded by a pathfinder team, which landed 
on D2. "0" ten minutes prior to the arrival of the first element of 
the main body. Bifh the exception in the 505 Paraehute Infantry- in- 
dicated above., all units landed on the drop zones, or in the immediate 
vicinity thereof, on schedule. Flak enroute was spotty and light. 
Fl^ic coming from D2j "0" was initially heavy but inaccurate. The i'irst 
parachutists to land destroyed all flak crows and took over their 
weapons. Enemy dispositions along the Maas-Waal Csn*tfl ii. the vicinity 
of all bridges and' in the wooded country around the Ni ja\^,, : or. heights 
and in the Reich.-*-.;::: •: ;.-;/■-.,. anticipated, well organized, and of 
about a strength of eight battalions. H- -ras^iu-. 1' ire continued to 
come from the edges of the drop zones throughout all of the landings 
until overcome. E::C.t.., reaction was prompt and appeared to follow in 
a definite pattern. All ipc-.l troops were committed immediately in 
piece meal fashion. Naarby" "homeguard" type troops were thrown in as 
quickly as they could be rushed to the operational area. Tiiits piece 
meal build up increased until a coordinated attack was made by the 
German 6th Pur... Division on D/4. 



Local enemy units were initially overcome and destroyed or, 'except 
for those in the city of Nijmegen proper, they dispersed in the first 
several hours after landing. 

A day by day summary of the activities of each unit of the Division 
follows: 

D DAY, 17 SBPTSMHBR 

Division parachute elements in four hundred and eighty-two C-47 f s 
and a serial of fifty gliders left airports in the area of Grantham, 
En-land, between 0950 and 1040. All serials except those of 504 P.ii\i- 
chute Iuf<,;vfcry landed Worth, East, and S UlJ tU cf Gro-sbeek, Holland, 
between 1250 and 1400. The 504 ftif^ohute Infantry landed 7Jo.it of the 
Maas-Waal C-.u^l and North of the Macs Ravo*-. ^11 drop patterns were 
excellent* Personnel and equipment losses enroute and during; the drop 
were light, and assembly was the best in . the history of the Diviwioti. 

Headquarters and Headquarters Cw,»»^..y 82nd A/B Division 
Parachute elements dropped 1306; glider elements landed 1350 on »one 
Scuth of Grotssbeek, moved North through woods, and established Division 
Command fost at predesignated location 1000 yards W w st of Groesbeek at 
1700. 

505 Parachute infantry 
Drop::-' bfter the Pathfinders at 1300, seized Groesbeek, occupied its 
area of defensive responsibility from Kamp Southeast to Mook, cleared 
its area of enemy, and contacted 504 Parachute Infantry at the Maas- 
Waal' Canal brid.go near Heuman. "11 initial missions wore accomplished 
by 2000. 

504 Parachute Infantry 
Dropped beginning 1313 'U^st of the Maas-Waal Canal on three drop zones, 
two North and one South of the toaas River. One battalion dropped North- 
east of Overssselt and at 1600, after overcoming strong enemy resistance, 
capture: 1 , intact the Maas-VJaal Canal bridge at Heuman. The sites of the 
Canal bridges near Blankonberg and Ha tort , both of which had been des- 
troyed by the enemy upon the approach of the battalion, were captured 
before dark. One battalion dropped Vvest of Overasselt , blocked all 
Southward movement along the Grave-Ni jmegen highway, and cleared the 
enemy from the Western portion of the division area. One battalion 
dropped one riflo company South of the Maas at Grave and the balanoe 
of the battalion Nprth of the river and West of OverasseU, Both 
forces moved against the bridge at Grave immediately. Surprise was 
complete and the bridge captured at 1430. The town of Grave was 
occupied at 2300 after having been abandoned by 400 enemy. All initial 
missions of 5Q4 were accomplished by 1930.. 

508 Parachute IxiiW.try 
( Dropped N.->^hea3.t of Groesbeek at 1328. B<*aed on a report from the 
Dutch that the town and. bridges were lightly held, immediately moved 
into Nijmagen to take the Waal River bridges., At 2000 the attack met 
heavy enemy resistance about 400 yards from the highway bridge and 
was stopped. The regiment occupied the area immediately East of the 
Maas-Waal Canal and established road blocks to prevent enemy movement 
South of a line running East and West through Hatert« One company 
moved to clear the glider lauding zone Northeast of Grossbeek and mot 
considerable enemy resistance,, One bat iali^iij Ic's.* a company ■, occupied 
the important high ground in the vicinity of 3c:c - en !).-,]. v"i : ;hovit too 
heavy an opposition.. One oompanjs advanced on the Mi j:acffcxi -Bridges from 
the Southeast and at 2400 had reachad Hill 64«4 No-.~Lb.east of Ubbergen«- 
All initial missions of 508 were accomplished by 2J3Q. 
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576 Para chute Fie 3. 6 artillery Battalion 

Dropped on drop zone South of Groesbeek, assembled the battalion 

with ten hov;itj zers , end displaced 1000 yarc's to the position area* 
The b:..>ttc lion, initially in support of 505 Parachute Infantry* fired 
its first mission on call from the regiment at 1800. 

50 7 ,-x/ B Engineer Battali on 

Companies B 4 C, and D, all parachute, dropped South of Grov.sbeek at 
1320. Companies B and D furnished cover on route march to elements 
of Division B«o dsiuarters and protected Division Command Post when 
it was established at 1715. Company C moved out to contact 504 
P.-i.'Chute L.fantry West of l&aas-Waal Canal* 

Battery A. 80th A/B Antiaircraft .Bs-ttaiifln - 

Eight ;57mm AT guns" allotted ns follows: Two, 505 -Parachute infantry';. 
Two, 508 Pur^chuta ; Infantry ; Two j 504 Pnr^ciiute J-iiiVatry upon making 
contact; Two, Division Reserve in vicinity of Division CbU&and Post* 

• D PLUS 3...18 SBPTEMBER 

5 04 Pcir^chute -^nfontry 

Continued to hold the Mu.-jo River bridge at Gr^ve and the M Ull s-Haal 
Ctjn-J, bridge at Heuman. Vigorous patrolling was continued on the 
West and Northwest of the regimental area along the Grave-Ni jiuu,-,en 
highway. At 1200 one platoon moved Nortfr along the West bank of the 
Maes-Waal Canal and assisted in the capture of the bridge on the 
Grave -Nijmegen highway near Eoning-hutie. 

505 P.-r-chu t« Irfm-.try 

Mi'.iiit.'-insid its area of defensive responsibility; repelled enemy attacks 
at Ho:-ot a Grofwsgssaa, and Riethorst; captured an enemy patrol trying to 
work its way Nc'tn to the Maas-Waal bridge at Houaan, and captrued a 
train attempting to escape into G Gr many. At 1240 the regiment attacked 
and cleared the glider landing zone South and Southeast of Groesbeek. 

508 Parachute mtry 

Withdrew battalion in Nijmegen and attacked to clear the glider landing 
zone Northeast and East of Groesbeek. The attack crossed the scheduled 
line of departure at 1310, completely surprised the enemy, and the 
landing area wa3 swept by 1400. Sixteen antiaircraft guns and 14ft 
prisoners of war were captured. Maintained its defensive sector through- 
out the 18th. At 181200 a platoon, with the assistance of 504 Para- 
chute infantry which advanced up the teas-Waal Canal from the West, 
captured the Maas-Waal Canal bridge at Honinghutie. Regiment held 
the high ground vicinity Berg en Dal through the 18th against enemy 
patrols and sporadic enemy artillery action. One ^company moved into 
Nijmegen at C900, advanced to the same spot to which the regiment had 
reached on the 17th, fought against a strong enemy force through the 
entire day, and at 1500 was withdrawn into the sector near Boig; en Dal. 

Glider Kl.,:..cnts 

Between 1000 and 1100 a lift of 450 gliders carrying an antitank Jfcsttery 
of the 8Cth A/B Antiaircraft Battalion, 319 Glider Field artillery 
Battalion, 320. Glider Field artillery B^tt-llon, 456 Parachute Field 
Artillery Battalion, and 307 Airborne Medical Cv(».p*iaiy departed from 
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fields in 'the United kingdom and flow the- same route' as the lift qt 

the provii cus > day . -Gliders landed in zones cleared by 505 .^aW| 

ohut£ Iu<-a.;-!-r-y a id" ->5G3 E^^utc J-nfe.nlapy in, the vicinity of 9rp|S f 

teek--SJwfil g i::'d.-4^ , r.vo- i ;i{ct./^e-\X=iTidiA(5 ^one and Lande d beyond/, 
tiie' : a toh^rtim Vo-^r- ^fe .^bs^n'^l n^.ber v, personnel ruade 
their v.-,:, RcUo^t^aovie,, TL, cv.Hll_ C >.J. lex ' ^gT?5 

Field A.-ti-ory Battalion.. put -dire,! r-rpporc of5(* 

chute Infant-. 456 P a rae.^;ts ?.Leld ^rtiixory Battalion in d|,^0| 
support of 505 Parachute Infantry, and 380 Glider Field ~*il^ry 
B^calion in fjeuoral support of the Division. 

fjffiS the slider lift by 20 minutes, a flight of 1?| 
nosers dropped reapply on drop zone South of <*°»£*«*t ffff 
pattern was good. Recovery was estimated to be at 80^ 

D PLUS S , 19 SSFTSMBEE 

Guards -rm.red Division reached: Grave and the 504 f^f^f f^fff 
at OSS©. 

•• , -i 4-r, o.i,<=T>ri each of the iuaas-V/cual uaunl o* f^f^S " 

company le „ to ^ard each o ^ fl thc 

and Jo --g-tie and one jo np ry ^ Qf ^ 



^tPifc^Saiion, maintain , its a ctor of rrsp-nsiHU** 

WW^t^ ■6> : ;t-^;i3<V?.^un ir x thzcu-hout the 19th. 



3 J f at 191105 an. moved No. to to 

■tiie. etber .of /-he ip*n, c-w co.p_.ry up t Oc ^ X \ u ^ f tho 

&rdv. aif one. company of Bj "> ^ n a , , -c 1 

-aUut loG'yarda S.uth of the^, * il^H^f 'f'Ce^ \n# ^ ' 

sViln the friendly positions. - 




A ttached Units 

1st Coldstream. Guards, Armored, and 5th Coldstream Guards, Infantry 
attached to Division and moved to Dekkerswald in Division Reserve. 

Rasupnly 

Dropped at 1500, approximately 3© C-47's from excessively high alti- 
tude, recovery negligible. 



D PLUS 5. Zfi SEPTEMBER 

504 -Parachute Infantry 

With 2d -Lrish Guards attached, cleared area between Jonker Bosch and 
Waal River. 3d Battalion relieved as Division Reserve, Regiment at 
1500 effected crossing of Waal River East of liaasj at 1800 Captured 
North end of railroad bridge over the Waal River, seized and cleared 
bridgehead North of Waal Insuring 'passage of Guards Armored Division. 
Mopped up Western outskirts of Nijmegon and .area Sr;uth of railroad 
bridge. 

505 ffarachute Infantry 

Regiment, less 2d Battalion, repelled sharp enemy attack at Horst 
and Heiiiaat during morning. From 1300 to 2000 repelled at Mook enemy 
attack of an infantry regiment strongly supported by artillery after 
attack had penetrated Division perimeter to depth of 1000 yards on a 
1000 yard front. Division perimeter restored at 2*0t. .Regiment rein 
forced with attachment of 185 glider pilots. 

2d Battalion 505 Parachute Infantry 

Attacked enemy strong points at Southern end3 of Nijmegen bridges 
during morning. At 1400 stormed strong peint South of highway bridge 
cleared area of enemy, and reached bridge by 1700. First tank of 
Gxsnadier Guards crossed 183#. 

508 P^r-» chute Infantry 

Attacked at 1000 at Wyler by. one company of enemy., infantry moving 
North and two companies of enemy infantry moving South, all supported 
by artillery and armor. Forced to withdraw to high ground to West. 
Enemy immediately occupied Im Thai and Lagewald. Attacked at Beek 
at 1200 by 2 battalions of enemy parachutists supported by armored 
vehicles, and forced to withdraw 1000 yards to high ground to South- 
west. By counterattack drove enemy from and reoccupied Beek at 2140. 
Attacked again at B e oit 3300 by enemy now reinforced and compelled, to 
withdraw, leaving a detachment surrounded by the enemy in the town. 
Opptured document from prisoner of war which revealed that enemy 
attacks at Mook, BoyJt, and Wyler were part of a coordinated Division 
attack intended to split Division area and sever the Grave-Nijmegen 
highway. 

attached Units 

Sherwood Rnu G ers Yeoukjiry and one squadron of the Royals, its recon- 
naissance unit, attached to Division t.t 1700 and moved into Dekker- 
swald. 



P PLUS 4, HI SEPTEMBER 

SC 4. Parachute Infantry 

C ' "^ued. defense of bridgehead over Wo^il and on mission of mopping 
up iiouuh bank of Waal f*om outskirts of Wijjnegen to Maas-Jilaal Canal % 
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505 P a rachut e Infantr y (leas 2d Battalion) 

on t.Lr.u3d to hold defensive sector on South of Division area f rem 
KoJT'i-p to Mook. 

S.d_^-\-ct--ilion 505 Farachute_Infantry_ 

Roll oved. of ir Iks ion of oj o^e in defense of Nijiue„en Bridges and' 
assuj.ied defense of line from ifia stern exits of Nijmegen to Ubbergen. 

50S Pfir aoh ut-e £pf*ui try 

Oocator'i-5 talked i3oak at first light from Northeast, East and South- 
east,, Initial attack failed, and enemy, pressing his temporary 
advantage, penetrated to within 200 yards of Ber„ en Dal, hut was 
held there. Attack renewed at 1300, and at ^1800 Beek cleared of 
enemy and all defenses reestablished . 

Re s u ppl y 

At 1500 supplies dropped from approximately 400 C-47's on drop zone 
West of the liaas-Wo u l Oiaa!. Drop ^ttorn was six miles in length 
by two miles in width. Recovery estimated at 60$ was accomplished 
with assistance of Dutch civilians. 

D PLUS 5, 28 SEPTEMBER 

504 Ptirctcni.te Sfaf^s.try (less 2d Battalion) 

Relieved of mission to Nijmegen bridgehead and displaced to Dak-er- 
swald as Division Re serve. 

Sd Battalion 504 Parachute Infantry 

Relieved 2d Battalion 505 Parachute ^nfantry in sector between 
Mijmegen and ^bbergen and, upon Division order, with Royals, cleared 
by 1700 area between Ni jmegen-Cleve highway and Wa^l River East to 
line u bbergen - Pals. , / v ' 

505 Parachute Infantry (less 2d Battalion) 

Reestablished road block at Mook. With Royals, reaonnoitered to 
Riethorst and found road clear of enemy. 

Sd Battalion 505 Parachute Infantry 

Relieved in Nijmegen - Ubborgen sector by 2d Battalion 504 Parachute 
Infantry, reverted to regimental control, and relieved Coldstream 
Guards at Heuman Bridge. 

5»8 Parachute Infantry 

Held Wyler Berg throughout day and night against persistent enemy 
counterattacks. With one company Royals attached, effected a recon- 
naissance in force to W&TGh&ven and high ground West of Eplekom. 
Met strong resistance and. withdrew to high ground vicinity Bsrg en 
Dal. 

Attached Units 

Coldstream Guards relieved to attached to this Division and moved 
South to Vw^el to restore line of communication of Second British 
Array. 



- 6 



i 



D PLUS 6, 25 SEPTEMBER 



On this date the third glider lift of the. Division took off from 
six airfields in the Grahtham-Cottesmpre~Len„ar area hearing 325 
Glider Infantry} 80th A/B Antiaircraft Battalion, less Batteries 
A and B; Company A 307 A/B Engineer Battalion; and elements of 
Division Special Troops, and landed on and in the vicinity of LZ 
"0", A number of gliders did not land on the proper landing zone; 
two landed in England, and forty-three were released between the 
coast and the LZ. ■ Ton 0 liders are still unaccounted for. Immed- 
iately upon landing, the 3S5 Gli;er Infantry was closed in the woods 
West of Groesbeek preparatory to taking up a sector on the front. 



D PLUS 7, TO D PLUS 30 



The Division continued on its mission assigned by 30 Corps of hold- 
ing the area between the Waal River and the Maas River, with its 
front generally that of D plus 6. The 325 Glider Infantry cleaned 
out the larger portion of the KiGkberg Woods and advanced the* right 
flank of the Division. 



SUMMARY OF PERIOD 17 SEPTEMBER TO 16 OCTOBER 



Parachute Lift Number Percent 

Planes committed 482 

Dropped on or within 1000 yards of DZ 430 89.2 • 

Failed to drop on or within 1000 yards of DZ. 52 10.8 

Unaccounted for .00 

G licer Lifts 

Gliders committed 902 

Landed on or within 1000 yards of LZ 763 84.6 

Failed to land on or within 1000 yards of LZ 102 11.3 

Unaccounted for 37 4,1 



d. 



Our losses 
Killed 
Wounded 
Missing 

Eiipfoy Losses 
Killed 

Prisoners of W a r 



469 
1933 
640 



249» 

2977 



3.4 
14. •• 

4.7 



Results of Operations 
All missions accomplished 
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